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Daniel A. Morgan

� Oracle ACE Director

� Consultant to Harvard University

� University of Washington Oracle Instructor, ret.

� The Morgan of Morgan’s Library on the web

� Board Member: Western Washington OUG

� Editor: Microsoft SQL Server 2008 DBA Training

� > 500 RAC clusters built
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� > 500 RAC clusters built
� Largest RAC 24 nodes 

� Largest DB storage footprint 1.2PB



Let's Define Our Terms
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The Next "Cool" Thing
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Jargon
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� Big Data

� "a collection of data sets so large and complex that it 
becomes difficult to process using on-hand database 
management tools." (wikipedia)

� Map Reduce

� "... a programming model for processing large data sets ... 
typically used to do distributing computing on clusters of 
computers." (wikipedia)

More Jargon
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computers." (wikipedia)

� Hadoop

� "... an open-source software framework that supports data-
intensive distributed applications, licensed under the Apache 
v2 license." (wikipedia)

� Large Database

� Any database whose size is larger than that which a team 
has comfortably worked with in the past. (morgan)



Define Large

� The number of tuples?

� The size of the storage footprint?

� The size of the queries?

� The size of the DML statements?

� The number of transactions per second?

� The number of simultaneously connected [active] users?
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Big Queries
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This Is Page One Of A Single Query
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Historic Road Trip
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InfoWorld: November 30, 1998
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InfoWorld: August 16, 1999
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InfoWorld: January 25, 1999
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InfoWorld: February 22, 1999
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Mythology & Dinosaurs

� Most administrators and developers are dinosaurs

� Their managers don't know what they do

� Worse their managers don't know what they should do

Self-Image

Self Image
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Reality



What I See
(far too often)
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Static Puzzle Pieces

Manufacturer & Model

SAN, NAS, iSCSI, DASD

O/S Version, File System / RAW

Storage

Manufacturer & Version

Drivers

Patch Level

Character Set

Other Apps: Antivirus, Email, TripWire, Netbackup

O/S

32bit / 64 bit

Manufacturer & Model

Sockets, cores, threads

RAM

Internal Drives

HBA / NIC Cards

Kernel Configuration

Server

Onboard Drivers

Manufacturer & Model

Protocols

Uplink Modules (IB, FCoE, SPF+, 10gEth)

Network
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Manufacturer & Model

Patch Level

R/W Cache Configuration

Drives & Drive Shelves

Storage

Edition

Version

Patch Level

init Parameters

Character Set

Compression

Database

Firmware

Patch Level

Switch Configuration Parameters

Firewalls & Identity Management

Network Bonding



Does this look familiar?Animated Puzzle Pieces
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Does this look familiar?As easy to embrace as a barrel of squid
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The Wrong Hardware
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3 Sun M9000s 3 EMC VMax SANS



Storage Management?
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1. Usage over 50% guarantees any component failure will overwhelm remaining resources producing an outage

2. Metrics coded in yellow are warnings

3. Metrics code in red indicate the database has been forced into a wait state while resources are recovered



Network Management?
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� Software vendor in Surrey, UK

� Vendor's developers in

� India

� South Africa

� UK

� [none initially in the] US

� The vendor has never come with an order of 

The Wrong Software
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� The vendor has never come with an order of 

magnitude of scaling a system this size

� MongoDB and similar new products

� No LDAP

� No Active Directory

� No audit trail

� No tool vendors

� No long-term financial track record



� Client DBAs do not have development experience

� Client DBAs have little tuning experience ... in fact 

they really don't know what tuning is

� Vendor DBAs are 8 time zones away and support 

multiple customers

� Software upgrades that utilize none of the new 

features

The Wrong Skill Set
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features

� Audit trails no one looks at

� Far too much projector-ware floating around



Another Dead End
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What Would Have Worked
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Exadata and ZFS
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� Simplified management

� Lowered cost

� Addressed loading issues

� Could run all existing code

� 40GB Infiniband a substantial improvement over 

10MB Ethernet

� One neck to choke ... eliminated two major finger-

Why?
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� One neck to choke ... eliminated two major finger-

pointing vendors



Warning: Appliances are not childproof
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Can handle 85% of most database loads
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� Simplified deployment

� Simplified management

� Lowered cost

� Removes multi-vendor engineering requirement

� One neck to choke ... eliminates mutli-vendor finger-

pointing

Why?
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� Lack of documented procedures

� Lack of documented processes

� Lack of tech writers

Other Issues I See Regulary
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Staffing
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� Be careful what you wish for ... you might just get it

� Do you have anyone that can interview people that 

have the skills you need ... rather than the skills you 

already have?

Considerations
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Who Wants These Skills?
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Who Wants These Skills?
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What You Don't Really Want
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What You Don't Really Want
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Are my customer's happy?
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No!
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No!
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find matching values present in two different tables

SELECT srvr_id

FROM servers

INTERSECT

SELECT srvr_id

FROM serv_inst; 

SELECT srvr_id

FROM servers

WHERE srvr_id IN (

SELECT srvr_id

FROM serv_inst); 

SELECT srvr_id

FROM servers s

The SQL Challenge
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SELECT DISTINCT s.srvr_id

FROM servers s, serv_inst i

WHERE s.srvr_id = i.srvr_id;

FROM servers s

WHERE EXISTS (

SELECT srvr_id

FROM serv_inst i

WHERE s.srvr_id = i.srvr_id); 



Optimizer Plans (the way it was)

SELECT DISTINCT E1_2.OBJECT_ID

FROM PMCM.ELEMENT_DETAIL E1_1, PMCM.ELEMENT_DETAIL E1_2, PMCM.MARK_NETW_HIERARCHY H1, 

PMCM.ELEMENT_DETAIL E2_1, PMCM.ELEMENT_DETAIL E2_2, PMCM.MARK_NETW_HIERARCHY H2

WHERE E1_1.OBJECT_ID = H1.PARENT_ID 

AND E1_2.OBJECT_ID = H1.OBJECT_ID 

AND E2_1.OBJECT_ID = H2.PARENT_ID 

AND E2_2.OBJECT_ID = H2.OBJECT_ID

AND E1_1.CURRENT_IND = 'Y' AND E2_1.CURRENT_IND = 'Y'

AND E2_1.CURRENT_IND = 'Y' AND E2_2.CURRENT_IND = 'Y'

AND H1.CURRENT_IND = 'Y' AND H2.CURRENT_IND = 'Y'

AND H1.HIERARCHY_TYPE = 'NETWORK' AND H2.HIERARCHY_TYPE = 'NETWORK'

AND H1.PARENT_TYPE IN ('BSC','RNC')  AND H2.PARENT_TYPE IN ('BSC','RNC') 

AND E2_2.ELEMENT_TYPE = 'CELL' AND E1_2.ELEMENT_TYPE = 'CELL'

AND H1.PARENT_TYPE IN ('BSC','RNC') 

AND E1_1.ELEMENT_NAME = E2_1.ELEMENT_NAME 

AND E1_1.ELEMENT_ID = E2_1.ELEMENT_ID 

AND E1_2.ELEMENT_NAME = E2_2.ELEMENT_NAME 

AND E1_2.ELEMENT_ID = E2_2.ELEMENT_ID 

AND E1_2.USEID LIKE '*%' AND E2_2.USEID NOT LIKE '*%';

| Id  | Operation                  | Name                        | Rows  | Bytes |TempSpc| Cost (%CPU)| Time     | Pstart| Pstop |

|   0 | SELECT STATEMENT           |                             |     1 |    78 |       |    74M (40)| 50:54:42 |       |       |

|   1 |  TEMP TABLE TRANSFORMATION |                             |       |       |       |            |          |       |   |

|   2 |   LOAD AS SELECT           |                             |       |       |       |            |          |       |   |
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|   2 |   LOAD AS SELECT           |                             |       |       |       |            |          |       |   |

|   3 |    PARTITION RANGE ALL     |                             |    22M|  1111M|       | 38153  (11)| 00:01:34 |     1 |   29 |

|*  4 |     TABLE ACCESS FULL      | ELEMENT_DETAIL              |    22M|  1111M|       | 38153  (11)| 00:01:34 |       |   |

|   5 |   LOAD AS SELECT           |                             |       |       |       |            |          |       |   |

|   6 |    PARTITION HASH ALL      |                             |   337K|  9231K|       |  3514  (15)| 00:00:09 |     1 |   16 |

|*  7 |     TABLE ACCESS FULL      | MARK_NETW_HIERARCHY         |   337K|  9231K|       |  3514  (15)| 00:00:09 |       |   |

|   8 |   SORT AGGREGATE           |                             |     1 |    78 |       |            |          |       |   |

|*  9 |    HASH JOIN               |                             |   927G|    65T|   534M|    74M (40)| 50:53:00 |       |       |

|  10 |     VIEW                   |                             |    22M|   277M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  11 |      TABLE ACCESS FULL     | SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485F_6A66C42E |    22M|  1111M|       | 16808  (12)| 00       |       |   |

|* 12 |     HASH JOIN              |                             |    21G|  1272G|   534M|  1616K (43)| 01:06:04 |       |       |

|  13 |      VIEW                  |                             |    22M|   277M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  14 |       TABLE ACCESS FULL    | SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485F_6A66C42E |    22M|  1111M|       | 16808  (12)| 0        |       |   |

|* 15 |      HASH JOIN             |                             |   476M|    23G|   524M| 97327  (22)| 00:03:59 |       |       |

|* 16 |       HASH JOIN            |                             |    10M|   401M|  8704K| 34520  (10)| 00:01:25 |       |   |

|* 17 |        HASH JOIN           |                             |   234K|  5948K|  8256K|   783  (10)| 00:00:02 |       |   |

|  18 |         VIEW               |                             |   337K|  4286K|       |   142  (14)| 00:00:01 |       |   |

|  19 |          TABLE ACCESS FULL | SYS_TEMP_0FDA74860_6A66C42E |   337K|  3956K|       |   142  (14)| 00:00:01 |       |   |

|  20 |         VIEW               |                             |   337K|  4286K|       |   142  (14)| 00:00:01 |       |   |

|  21 |          TABLE ACCESS FULL | SYS_TEMP_0FDA74860_6A66C42E |   337K|  3956K|       |   142  (14)| 00:00:01 |       |   |

|  22 |        VIEW                |                             |    22M|   277M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  23 |         TABLE ACCESS FULL  | SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485F_6A66C42E |    22M|  1111M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  24 |       VIEW                 |                             |    22M|   277M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  25 |        TABLE ACCESS FULL   | SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485F_6A66C42E |    22M|  1111M|       | 16808  (12)| 0        |       |   |



Optimizer Plans (tuning gone terribly wrong)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

| Id  | Operation                  | Name                        | Rows  | Bytes |TempSpc| Cost (%CPU)| Time     | Pstart| Pstop |

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

|   0 | SELECT STATEMENT           |                             |     1 |    78 |       |    14T(100)|999:59:59 |       |       |

|   1 |  TEMP TABLE TRANSFORMATION |                             |       |       |       |            |          |       |   |

|   2 |   LOAD AS SELECT           |                             |       |       |       |            |          |       |   |

|   3 |    PARTITION RANGE ALL     |                             |    22M|  1111M|       | 38153  (11)| 00:01:34 |     1 |   29 |

|*  4 |     TABLE ACCESS FULL      | ELEMENT_DETAIL |    22M|  1111M|       | 38153  (11)| 00:01:34 |       |       |

|   5 |   LOAD AS SELECT           |                             |       |       |       |            |          |       |   |

|   6 |    PARTITION HASH ALL      |                             |   337K|  9231K|       |  3514  (15)| 00:00:09 |     1 |   16 |

|*  7 |     TABLE ACCESS FULL      | MARK_NETW_HIERARCHY |   337K|  9231K|       |  3514  (15)| 00:00:09 |       |       |

|   8 |   SORT AGGREGATE           |                             |     1 |    78 |       |            |          |       |   |

|   9 |    MERGE JOIN              |                             |   471P|    15E|       |    14T(100)|999:59:59 |       |       |

|  10 |     MERGE JOIN             |                             |    10P|   616P|       |   694G (81)|999:59:59 |       |       |

|  11 |      MERGE JOIN            |                             |   231T|    10P|       |   377G (64)|999:59:59 |       |       |

|  12 |       SORT JOIN            |                             |   334T|    11P|    28P|   377G (64)|999:59:59 |       |       |

|  13 |        MERGE JOIN CARTESIAN|                             |   334T|    11P|       |   140G (14)|999:59:59 |       |       |

|* 14 |         HASH JOIN          |                             |   989M|    23G|   534M| 96010  (38)| 00:03:56 |       |   |

|  15 |          VIEW              |                             |    22M|   277M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  16 |           TABLE ACCESS FULL| SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485B_6A66C42E |    22M|  1111M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  17 |          VIEW              |                             |    22M|   277M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  18 |           TABLE ACCESS FULL| SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485B_6A66C42E |    22M|  1111M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  19 |         BUFFER SORT        |                             |   337K|  4286K|       |   140G (14)|999:59:59 |       |       |
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|  19 |         BUFFER SORT        |                             |   337K|  4286K|       |   140G (14)|999:59:59 |       |       |

|  20 |          VIEW              |                             |   337K|  4286K|       |   142  (14)| 00:00:01 |       |   |

|  21 |           TABLE ACCESS FULL| SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485C_6A66C42E |   337K|  3956K|       |   142  (14)| 00:00:01 |       |   |

|* 22 |       SORT JOIN            |                             |   337K|  4286K|    12M|   844  (14)| 00:00:03 |       |   |

|  23 |        VIEW                |                             |   337K|  4286K|       |   142  (14)| 00:00:01 |       |   |

|  24 |         TABLE ACCESS FULL  | SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485C_6A66C42E |   337K|  3956K|       |   142  (14)| 00:00:01 |       |   |

|* 25 |      SORT JOIN             |                             |    22M|   277M|   855M| 65084  (16)| 00:02:40 |       |   |

|  26 |       VIEW                 |                             |    22M|   277M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  27 |        TABLE ACCESS FULL   | SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485B_6A66C42E |    22M|  1111M|       | 16808  (12)| 0        |       |   |

|* 28 |     SORT JOIN              |                             |    22M|   277M|   855M| 65084  (16)| 00:02:40 |       |   |

|  29 |      VIEW                  |                             |    22M|   277M|       | 16808  (12)| 00:00:42 |       |   |

|  30 |       TABLE ACCESS FULL    | SYS_TEMP_0FDA7485B_6A66C42E |    22M|  1111M|       | 16808  (12)| 0        |       |   |

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Optimizer Plans (making it better)

WITH ed AS (SELECT object_id, element_id, element_name, element_type, useid

FROM pmcm.element_detail

WHERE element_type = 'CELL'

AND current_ind = 'Y'),

mnh AS (SELECT parent_id, object_id

FROM pmcm.mark_netw_hierarchy

WHERE current_ind = 'Y'

AND hierarchy_type = 'NETWORK'

AND parent_type IN ('BSC', 'RNC'))

SELECT COUNT(*)

FROM ed e1_1, ed e1_2, ed e2_1, ed e2_2, mnh h1, mnh h2

WHERE e1_1.object_id = h1.parent_id AND   e1_2.object_id = h1.object_id

AND   e2_1.object_id = h2.parent_id AND   e2_2.object_id = h2.object_id

AND   e1_1.element_name = e2_1.element_name

AND   e1_1.element_id = e2_1.element_id

AND   e1_2.element_name = e2_2.element_name

AND   e1_2.element_id = e2_2.element_id

AND   e1_2.useid LIKE '*%'

AND   e2_2.useid NOT LIKE '*%';

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

| Id  | Operation                                | Name                | Rows  | Bytes |TempSpc| Cost (%CPU)| Time     | 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

|   0 | SELECT STATEMENT                         |                     |     1 |   214 |       |   100K  (6)| 00:04:08 | 

|   1 |  HASH UNIQUE                             |                     |     1 |   214 |       |   100K  (6)| 00:04:08 | 

|*  2 |   HASH JOIN                              |                     |     1 |   214 |    12M|   100K  (6)| 00:04:08 | 

|   3 |    PARTITION HASH ALL                    |                     |   337K|  9231K|       |  3514  (15)| 00:00:09 | 

|*  4 |     TABLE ACCESS FULL                    | MARK_NETW_HIERARCHY |   337K|  9231K|       |  3514  (15)| 00:00:00 |

|*  5 |    HASH JOIN                             |                     |   207K|    36M|    22M| 95860   (6)| 00:03:56 | 

|   6 |     PARTITION RANGE ALL                  |                     |   586K|    15M|       | 16233   (2)| 00:00:40 | 

|   7 |      TABLE ACCESS BY LOCAL INDEX ROWID   | ELEMENT_DETAIL      |   586K|    15M|       | 16233      | ??:??:?? | 

|*  8 |       INDEX SKIP SCAN                    | ED_ET_TECH_CI |   586K|       |       | 12791   (1)| 00:00:3? |

|*  9 |     HASH JOIN                            |                     |   207K|    31M|    22M| 77982   (7)| 00:03:12 | 

|  10 |      PARTITION RANGE ALL                 |                     |   586K|    15M|       | 16233   (2)| 00:00:40 | 

|  11 |       TABLE ACCESS BY LOCAL INDEX ROWID | ELEMENT_DETAIL |   586K|    15M|       | 16233      | ??:??:?? |

|* 12 |        INDEX SKIP SCAN                   | ED_ET_TECH_CI |   586K|       |       | 12791   (1)| 00:00:?? |

|* 13 |      HASH JOIN                           |                     |   179K|    22M|    12M| 60372   (8)| 00:02:29 | 

|  14 |       PARTITION HASH ALL                 |                     |   337K|  9231K|       |  3514  (15)| 00:00:09 | 

|* 15 |        TABLE ACCESS FULL                 | MARK_NETW_HIERARCHY |   337K|  9231K|       |  3514  (15)| 00:00:?? |

|* 16 |       HASH JOIN                          |                     |   184K|    17M|    10M| 55886   (8)| 00:02:18 | 

|  17 |        PARTITION RANGE ALL               |                     |   184K|  9008K|       | 37137   (8)| 00:01:32 | 

|* 18 |         TABLE ACCESS FULL                | ELEMENT_DETAIL |   184K|  9008K|       | 37137   (8)| 00:01:32 | 

|  19 |        PARTITION RANGE ALL               |                     |   576K|    28M|       | 17383   (8)| 00:00:43 | 

|* 20 |         TABLE ACCESS BY LOCAL INDEX ROWID| ELEMENT_DETAIL |   576K|    28M|       | 17383   (8)| ??:??:?? |

|* 21 |          INDEX SKIP SCAN                 | ED_ET_TECH_CI |   583K|       |       | 13939   (9)| 00:00:35 | 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Result Cache

CREATE OR REPLACE FUNCTION rcache(p_srvr_id IN servers.srvr_id%TYPE) RETURN BOOLEAN 
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CREATE OR REPLACE FUNCTION rcache(p_srvr_id IN servers.srvr_id%TYPE) RETURN BOOLEAN 

RESULT_CACHE RELIES_ON(servers) IS

srvrow servers%ROWTYPE;

BEGIN

SELECT *

INTO srvrow

FROM servers

WHERE srvr_id = p_srvr_id;

RETURN TRUE;

EXCEPTION

WHEN OTHERS THEN

RETURN FALSE;

END rcache;

/

SELECT /*+ RESULT_CACHE */ srvr_id

FROM (

SELECT srvr_id, SUM(cnt) SUMCNT

FROM (

SELECT DISTINCT srvr_id, 1 AS CNT

FROM servers

UNION ALL

SELECT DISTINCT srvr_id, 1

FROM serv_inst)

GROUP BY srvr_id)

WHERE sumcnt = 2;



Conclusions
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� No one is ready for the next generation

� No one has an appropriately sized training budget?

� There really is no such thing as "Big Data"

Is Anyone Ready For The Next Generation?
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ERROR at line 1:
ORA-00028: your session has been killed

Questions

Daniel A. Morgan |   damorgan12c@gmail.com   |   www.morganslibrary.org

Challenges in a World of Large Databases and Business Intelligence Presented: Association for Women in Computing - 14 November, 2012

Thank you



InfoWorld: November 17, 1997
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InfoWorld: July 19, 1999
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